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To All Rockville Centre 
School District Residents  

 

If you believe that your school-age 

or preschool child may have               

a disability, please contact               

Dr. Noreen Leahy, Assistant           

Superintendent of Schools for  Pupil 

Personnel Services and Special     

Education, (516)255-8928, or           

Dr. Orly Gadon, Chairperson of     

the  Committee on Special              

Education/Preschool Education at 

(516)255-8942. 
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Scientific literacy is essential in making sense of our                  

ever-evolving and complex world.  After over 20 years, the 

New York State Education Department revised the Science     

Curriculum Standards bringing it into the 21st century.  The 

New York State Science Learning Standards are based on the 

nationally known Next Generation Standards. A gradual          

implementation of this curriculum for grades K-12 is currently 

underway in our District with a full implementation expected by 

2022.  

The revised New York State Science Learning Standards rely 

less on the memorization of facts, less on the learning of           

disconnected ideas, less on questions with only one correct     

answer and less on textbook reading assignments with           

questions at the end of the chapter. Instead they focus on      

learning terminology as needed while developing explanations 

and solutions, conducting investigations, engaging in classroom 

discussions and solving problems with teachers’ guidance.     

Students will discuss open-ended questions and will read       

multiple sources to develop their own solutions. In doing so, the 

instruction will shift from teaching answers to teaching          

questions. These new Standards encourage student                

communication, collaboration, critical thinking and creativity.   

Students will learn the process that scientists and engineers use 

in their work and will develop models, plan and carry out        

investigations, analyze data, use mathematical and                 

computational thinking skills, design solutions and construct    

explanations.  The Science Learning Standards are a thoughtful 

and deliberate integration of various disciplines including Math 

and English Language Arts.  

Assistant Superintendent, Dr. Chris Pellettieri presented the 

New Science Standards at a recent Board meeting.  Click here 

to see the New Science Standards Power Point presentation.  

Click here to see the Board meeting.   

More information about these new standards can be found here 

http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/science-

standards-implementation-resources 

http://www.rvcschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_494023/File/Board%20of%20Education/Public%20Presentations/18-19/21st%20Century%20Science%20Curriculum.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBIwmSvpH4Q
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/science-standards-implementation-resources
http://www.nysed.gov/curriculum-instruction/science-standards-implementation-resources


2018 South Side High School Graduation Rate  

Among the Highest in New York State 

Recently, the New York State Education Department (NYSED) released student graduation rates 

for the Class of 2018.  The graduation rate for the South Side High School class of 2018 was 

99.6%.  The graduation rate for Students with Disabilities was 96.6%.  The graduation rate for 

economically disadvantaged students was 97.1%. What’s more, the percentage of students 

graduating with a Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation was 91.5%.  These rates place us 

among the top 1% of schools in the State.  The chart below reflects these figures, which are      

consistent with our achievement levels in recent years.  We are proud of the success of the class 

of 2018 and we look forward to the future success of our students and the school community.  

On March 8th and 9th South Side High School will hold its 103rd Annual Red and Blue Meet which 

promotes and encourages school spirit, leadership, team work, responsibility, sportsmanship 

and fun for all participants. Students will work for more than six weeks perfecting their dances, 

songs, skits and floor routines. On the nights of the meets, they will show off their talents in their 

performances and will compete in relays and games. This year, there are almost 400                 

participants. The 2019 captains are Lindsay Tighe and Genna Kopelman for the Red Team, and 

Allie Gallego and Winnie Chiffriller for the Blue team.  

Tickets to the events are hard to come by since they are first made available to the participants 

and their families.  However, thanks to the South Side High School Video Club, the community 

will be able to cheer on the teams at the South Side High School Auditorium where the event will 

be simulcast, from home by watching on The School Channel (Optimum channel 19 and Fios 

channel 36) or online at RedAndBlueLive.com. 

Red & Blue  

  Graduation 
Rate 

Graduation Rate 

Regents with       
Advanced                 

Designation 

Graduation Rate 

 Students with 
Disabilities 

Graduation Rate 

Economically 
Disadvantaged 

Students 

Rockville Centre 99.6% 91.5% 96.6% 97.1% 

Nassau County 88.4% 57.8% 74.4% 80.3% 

Long Island 88.4% 53.4% 73.4% 79.8% 

New York State 80.4% 33.4% 55.9% 73.0% 

https://redandblue.live/


 

School Psychologists, Social Workers, Guidance    

Counselors and Nurses  
 

Do You Know Your Pupil Personnel Staff? 

The Pupil Personnel Staff including Psychologists, Social Workers, Guidance Counselors 

and School Nurses work collaboratively with School and District Administrators to ensure 

that all students benefit from our comprehensive Pupil Personnel Services (PPS), which are 

in place to care for the physical, social-emotional and academic needs of our students.      

Pupil Personnel Services staff are assigned at every level, and in every building and are 

there to provide our students with the tools necessary to face challenges.  We encourage 

you to get to know these caring individuals who are here to help our students navigate 

their educational and personal journeys in the Rockville Centre School District.   

School Psychologists apply an expertise in mental health, learning and behavior, to help 

children and youth succeed academically, socially, behaviorally and emotionally.  The      

impact and outreach of our School Psychologists extends way beyond Special Education 

and we encourage you to tap into their expertise as an additional resource.  

School Social Workers provide services related to our students' social, emotional and life 

adjustment to school and/or society.  They provide direct as well as indirect services to 

students, families and school personnel to promote and support students' academic and 

social success.   

Guidance Counselors are assigned to the Middle and High Schools and serve as case    

managers for students as they navigate course selections, college applications, academic 

intervention, social emotional difficulties, bereavement, career exploration, and much 

more.  They are pivotal in referring students and their families when more intensive       

therapeutic interventions become necessary or alerting School Psychologists and Social 

Workers should concerns be raised.   

Healthy children are successful learners. Our School Nurses care for the physical and    

emotional health of students and are an instrumental part of a healthy school environment. 

Our nurses advocate for the physical, emotional, mental, and social health of our students 

and provide an important resource to school staff and families.    

We encourage and invite you to get to know our outstanding and caring PPS staff and 

explore the educational and social emotional support services available to our        

students and your families.  Encourage your children to spend time in the Guidance      

office and help them learn the names of the School Nurse, Psychologist and Social Worker.  

The more we get to know one another, the stronger our students’ support teams will         

become.  Please click here for a list of PPS Staff in your children’s school. 

http://www.rvcschools.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_494023/File/Departments%20and%20Programs/Pupil%20Personnel%20Services/PPS%20Staff%202019.pdf
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Elementary Sensory Hallways
These days, Kindergarten students throughout the District have the opportunity to burn some    

excess energy by stretching, hopping, skipping and jumping in their ‘sensory hallways’.  After 

students follow this pathway, they return to the classroom ready to learn. A sensory hallway is a 

colorful sequence of stickers on the floor, decals on the walls and a balance beam which       

together create an interactive pathway. It takes students about a minute to complete, and          

Kindergarten teachers say that these movements help students settle down and refocus.       

Teachers have seen some big results in student attention, memory and mood.  

The idea to implement the ‘sensory hallway’ in the District was a collaborative effort between the 

District’s Physical Therapists and Teachers to offer children the means to benefit from additional 

activity.  The idea is to take a passive environment and turn it into an active one.  The usage of 

numbers and letters along the path helps promote physical literacy, combining fitness and       

academics.   


